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2000 Sydney Olympics

First so-called ‘Green Games’
Sydney Olympic Park –
brownfield sitebrownfield site
Planned during the 1990s
Innovative approaches from 
a land management  g
perspective



2000 Sydney Olympics

Health – social marketing perspective

Integration of Sydney Olympic Park into greater Integration of Sydney Olympic Park into greater 
Sydney – 30 mins by train from the Sydney CBD

Collection of major venues vs a sustainable 
it  ( id ti l  i  i l d community (residential, economic, social and 

health perspectives)

Funding for government services and other Funding for government services and other 
infrastructure



Medical Officer of Health

Sydney West Area Health Service, 1991-2006

NSW Public Health Act 1991NSW Public Health Act 1991
• Infectious disease control
• Environmental health
• Food safetyood sa ety



The urban health challenge

Infectious diseases
Chronic diseases – heart disease  diabetesChronic diseases heart disease, diabetes,

chronic lung disease, cancers 
Depression and anxietyDepression and anxiety
Injury and violence
Asthma and allergies
Dementia



The urban health challenge

Environmental Environmental 
transport, urban environment, food supply, 
pollution  climate changepollution, climate change

Economic
jobs (where  what)  incomes  safety netjobs (where, what), incomes, safety-net

S i lSocial
education, work-life balance, sense of belonging, , g g





Air quality
Water quality
Injury and safetyInjury and safety
Physical activity
Food security
Mental healthMental health



Australian Academy of Science
2006 Fenner Conference2006 Fenner Conference

Urbanism, Environment and Health
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Sick cities

http://www.smh.com.au/multimedia/sickcities/start.html



Finding a cure for our sick cities





Healthy Planet, Places and People



2008 OxHA Summit Sydney



The Lancet

“Climate change is the Climate change is the 
biggest global health threat biggest global health threat 
of the 21st Century”of the 21 Century

May 16, 2009



Putative pathways between climate change and health
(McMichael, 2009)(McMichael, 2009)



Good news story

Lancet Series on Health and Climate Change, Nov, 2009:g
http://www.thelancet.com/series/health-and-climate-change

L b   f li i   b  h lth   f li iLow-carbon ways of living can be healthy ways of living
Energy generation
M bilitMobility
Food choices
H i  Housing 

AAS Fenner Conference, Canberra, June 23-24, 2010AAS Fenner Conference, Canberra, June 23 24, 2010
http://nceph.anu.edu.au/Fenner2010/index.php



Healthy Built Environments Program

J i t i iti ti  f th  U i it  f N  S th W l  Joint initiative of the University of New South Wales 
and the NSW Health Department
Associate Professor Susan Thompson
City Futures Research Centrey
3 components
• Policy-relevant research• Policy-relevant research
• Workforce capacity

Leadership and advocacy• Leadership and advocacy
AUD$1.5m over 5 years



2010 World Health Day



International Council for Science (ICSU)



2012 London Olympics

Legacy Action Plan
Planned during 2000’s
Stronger focus on Stronger focus on 
future integration and 

t i bilitsustainability
Jacque Rogge and Jacque Rogge and 
obesity



2012 London Olympics

Health – social marketing perspective

Escalating costs during a period of general fiscal 
restraint.

Legacies for London Olympic Park, and London 
and the UK more generally?


